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FORE WORD 


The Hispanic American Progrem of Stanford Umiveraity 
herewith imaugurates another venture: the montily His panic 
World Report. Produced by the Hispanic World Affairs Seminar, 
it is intended to gite a reliable and critical accomt of 


developments jm Spain, Portugal and Eispanic Americé. Ite 


gcope is stated in the description cf the Hispantc world 
Affairs Seminer: 


Current develcpmentsa in Spain, Portugel and Hispanic America, 
with special reference to basic social change anc revyoiutionary 
trends; specific cevelopments in the relietions among Chese 
nationea which bear upom general. wor?d relations and inter- 
American relations, with particuler emphasis upom trends towam 
war and peace; problems of economic devalopmen:, not only in 
the area, but also as they relate to the broad worid situation. 


The printed scucces used are varied and sumerons; they are 


supplemented by privuce reports from the area and verbal 
scounts given 3y resent visitors to the area. It has not sven 
ed feasible or to give references for all 
the statementa nade. The report ia being issued in a quite 
wassuming format, ae printing would involve delay and thus 
deprive the reports of some of their valve. This first issue 
18 being sent to members of the Advisory Board and to a | 
select list of cther specialists in Latin <merican atfeirs. 
ve shoulda sincerely appreciate receiving their written Cc 


ments on this first number so that we ras rake whatever change 


seem generally Gaesirable. 


Ronala Hilton 
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Generalissime #ranco's stock hus had several ups and downs 
during October. The question whether or not to admit oyain in the 
U.E. has been a diplomatic and political football during tne entire 


mos th: The inability of the U.S. Government to formulate a united 


policy towards the #ranco reyime has been an 
aha has largely been a result of the “residen- 
campaign. 

of State Marehell has been caught 
gic considerations of U.S. military leacers and the politicas princi- | 
sles proclaimed by the \.cstern powers. "he argument in favor of 
admitting Spain is mostly a military one. In case of war Syanish : 
pases would be useful since Syain is key to the Vediterranean. in \ 
this particular connection France is worried because an aliiance 
between the U. S. and Spain might intimate that the U. S&S. will make 4 
a stand at the 7yrenees insteud of at the thine if there vere age 
gression from the “ast. 

Not the least of Marshall's troubles has been the constant 
stream of American visitors to Spain. Senator Chan Gurney, (.lepub., 
S.D.) has probably been the most outstanding and outspoken of these. i 
Ags Chairman of the senate armed Forces Committee, he is the most 7 
important Congressman deuling with military affairs, and when he 
advocated the re-ectablishment of “complete relations betveen Spain 
and the other great  ,owers" he was throwing a bombshell inte the 
delicate diplomatic spheres of relations now existing between the 
U. S., as it is represented by the wotate Department (not the har 
Department), and Spain. The recent U.&. electiong incidentally, 
have weakened Gurney’s pesition. 

Marshall was forced to face venator Gurney's statement as well 
as other similar situations brought about by.interviews with rranco 
by James «a. Farley, Bric Johnston and other top military and Con- 
geressional leaders, all disturbing. shortly after cenator 
Gurney made his statement to the press, Secretary wurshail conferred 
with Bevin and Schuman to determine their position us regards a 
cChanz,e from the policy promuliated by 4 resolution of the General 
assembly of the U.h. in 1946 which called for a withdrawal of diplo- 
mitic representatives from Macirid until the i'ranco vas ended, 
and which barred Gpuin's eniry into the U.N. Bevin and cchuman with 
due regard for the sentiments of the Labor Government in Britain and 
the Socialist Government in Prance turned a deaf ear to liarshall's 
Suge estion. 

The turn of events can be lurgely attributed to the change in 
the set of values as it existed during and shortly after \orld \ar 
Il and the present. At the close of the ‘ar, the Allies were, of i 
course, bitter towards all forms of totalitarian Government and as 
such the Franco regime was duly condemned. «after three years there } 
has been a general softening of this feeling, largely on account of a 
the Communist infiltration of Jurope and the very real menace now : | 
Synonymous With Russia. Since it is an established fact that the 
talungist forces hu ve consistently fought Communism, this raises 
their stock, chi:fly among the Conservatives in the \.estern powers. 
It is especially noticeable among the military and Xepublican leud- 
ers, and the Catholic heirarchy {which is not umaffected by the fuct 
that the Vatican favors the present Government in Spain). Thus we | 
have & change from Democracy versus sascism to Vemecracy versus 
Communism, and in the light of the immediate future Fascism appeure 
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tg nany elements @ ¢reater bulwark egainst Communism than does 

3 
this changed set of values Franco has made several strong y 
ageression emanating from Moscow. 4 


He has stated that Sprin stands ready to fight if a neighbor ts 
invaded regardless of whether they are of different political be- : 
liefs, and cver one miilion men are ready to take uy arms. hen the 


Peitish Chancery in ™edrid announced @ Yonurchist-Xepublican accord, 


Lith 
announcements intimating «a fuiwre 


joining forces to cust Franco, the Falangist press in strong terme 
sadd 4t wes a British maneuver against growing Spanish-American | 
friendship. 

In Paris wu bice of letin American nations, led by the Argen- 
| 


tine Republic, let it be known that they would bring she question of j 
admisting Spain to the U.N. before the General Assewbiy in November. : 
Besides argentina, Bolivia, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Nicaragua i 
and Paraguay are on the pro-Franco list. Opyosing any easing of the 
U.N. 's anti-Franco stand are Venezuela and Mexico. Sectetary Marshail 
took the pogition that the U.N. 1946 resoiution divicmatic 
relations with Spain was outmoded, but the U.S. would not take the 
inittative in naving it revoked. 
Meanwhile Spanish Re,ublicans im Paris were said to have told 
the U.S., Britain and francs thet all Spanish exiled groups except 7 
Communiets had joined in a pact to depose France and let Spain choose 
in @ plebiscite between a repebite and restorution of the monarchy. 


S.anish socialists suid the pact had heen signed recently in St. ° 
cuan de Luz, France, with mcnarchisats participating and the the non- 
Communist exiles might oust “ranco with mejor western backing. 

With the dramatic turn of events in the american ?restidcential | 


campaign, returning a much stronger Democratic :.dministrat:on to 
Vashington as well as a Democratic Congress, it wiii be interesting 

to watch the U.S. foreign policy as it is directed towards Pranco. 
Sentiment such as that expressed by Senator J. Howard McGrath, campaign 
chairman for Truman, who states he wants better relations with Upain, 
miy indicate a change of policy in the near future. 


08 


Spain’s first municipal elections under Franco will be held 
in November, the cabinet has decided. (Mayors, formerly chosen by 
municipal councils, have been appointed by the Franco Government). 


PORTUGAL | 


General Norton de Metos, age 80, ex-War Minister and ex-Ambas- 
sador to Britain is running egainat President Carmona in the Novem- 
ber presidential election and proclaims he will abolish the dicta- 
torial regime if elected. The President, who keeps Premier Salazar 
in office has not been opvosed in 22 years. 

fhe Spenish-Portuguese nonaggression pact of 1939 was extended 
for ten years as of Sestember 20, 1948. 
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| 4% tha thousands cf breceros who try to immigrate to the U.&., 
the majority of them are field hands. Do Mexican fieid workers have 
no confidence in their land? This problem provides the social theme 
/ for the young novelist Rafael Bernal y Gurcin Pimentel, whe knows 


yell the rural problems and the way the peasants think in respect to 


the old and the mew system of agriculture. His novel, Fin de ia 


. Esperanza, is a sad and bitter work of noteworthy literary quality. 


Tt is a story of a peasant family which fails victim to many injustices 
and miseries. The peasant naturally ends it ali by taking 4 northe 
pound train in order tc abtein a contract as a bracero. | 
Much space has been given in the Mexican newspupers throw hout 
the month to the "Mexican Thesis" before the United Nuticons. cecre- 
ary Jaime spoke before the Genersl | 
ese n Parie, prop osing @ sclution to the Palest 2TovleL 
Greek and Koreun questions , and the matter of 
Mexican proposition before the U. N. requested the great povers to 
renew their efforts to find a peaceful solution to their existing | 
differences, and thus establish peace. at the same time Mexico elong 
with Venezuela said before the U. N. that they were epeinst admitting : 
oa been effecting all the countries 
ago artujo from Spain visited Mexico, 
between the two countries. 
he Federal District in Vexico was fac | 
of October with @ strike by the 
an increase in wages, claiming thet the cost of 
living had risen faster than their wages. The gove: wie ¢% : 
that the strike was illegal, the nee beading 
oy law. President Aleman reqveated that a | 
° =. g up to two hours. Government spokesmen i 
claim that a large percenta f th wet 
p ge of the teachers uctuaily te:.ch onl t 
time, and thus increa thei 7 
FP: 3 Be t eir earnings by doing other work on the side. | 
ter in the month “resident Aleman arnounced a salary i | 
of one million dollars per annum for the teachers of th act I 
District, the money coming from the Vederal Treasur Th 
| wo on dollar increase for salari h | 
indication Tabor ufone ces This is 4 good 
Federal, Disteiet that labor Be | 
Concerning becoming more stringent. x 
convention of Hispanic dean 4 
be held in Buenos Aires duci x wmerican authors to 
years ago, M gated a number of 
cot emma exico has never moved to protect the rights of authors and 
Copyriy 
Mexico 2p ehts and royalties have for the most part not existed in 
» and this has often disconrazed Vex | 
from , &e -exican vriters and com ,oser 
la The Society of Wispanic american \riters bette it 
ime for eves 
Albee 4 exico to sign the conventions to be submitted at Buenos 
and to regularise the cultural i 
it legally possible for uuthors ¢ 
for their publications. © procure co,yrights and royalties 
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the Treasury, says what all is well in 


The problem of the peso devalusiion $n Mexico hae very 

serious cone for the two months. . Ramon Betetu, Secretury of 
liexico umder the deve.tuated 

“exico reduced the doliar value of the peso from the rute of 
*4.€5 which had been fixed when the “exodus” of cavival threatened 
the country's reserves. “he dollar exchume rate of the peso went 
to °6.90. Beteta said that Mexico cannot predict the future, the 
economic and politicai sitbuat.on of ihe world beim, teo unstable. 
"his peso situation hus mol reached a climax as yet, bul we nope 
shortly to understand: more udout “exieco's economic cundition. 


peso. 


om 


CHETRAL al RICAN AND 


Yolitical observers have felt for some time that trouble wae 
orewing in the Central american region, with an tuking 
place that would eventually create a very tense military situation. 
Those suspicions were @t least partially confirmed recently by an 
announcement from:General anustusio Comoza, head of the armed forces 
of Nicurugua. In # formel statement, he warned the nations of the 
world that peace vas being, threutened vy the “communist” governments 
of Cuba, Guatemala, und Venezuela, aided by Costa Ricu, who were 
planning and preyuring, a revolutionary movement against the 4,overn- 
ments of Nicaragua, Hunduras and Bl salvador. General Somoza re- 
ferred to evidence secured from a recently errested former officer. 
of the llonduras National Guard who admitted serving, for two months us 
an instructor with the “Legion del Curibe” at a salary of 20 colcnos 
per week, paid by the Costa ican ,overnment, Coaiplete information 
concerning, the, size, location and equipment of the “Legion” ss weil 
as the names of the comtries supplying the arms, was obtained, 
according to Somoza. Cuba's contribution was to be munitions. \.hile 
Venezuela was to supply provisions and financial aid. 

Reaction to Somoze's statement was immediate and varied. The 
Vinister of State of Cuba declared the nexii day that his country 
opposed all sorts of cictatorshipve in any pert of the world, but he 
denied that Cuba hed eny connection with revolutionary pians. A 
8. okesman for Venezuela expressed similar sentiments while charactere- 
izing as “ridiculous” the ch.rges set forth by the Nicaraguan "strung 
man." President Jose Figueres of Conte Rica declired that the charyes 
vere completely without foundation.. He stated that Costa Rich hia 
offered refuge to numerous political exiles, Lut that most of them 
had left the country. Geverali duys later, Costa Riean diplomate in 
\ashing ton announced thet the "Carlbbean Legion” had been dissolved 
by order of repident #igueres. They stated that the disbanding wes 
taking place before Somozgu'a statement was issued, and that the Le,ion 
members hac left for various lutineamericun countries.- They ulso sald 
that the Legion had consisted of not more than 130 men. Nicurapuan 
spoxesmen had placed the figure at orer 1900 soldiers. 

7 Jose Frixione, ttinisver <f the Federal District and Luyor of 
ana,ua Visited New Orleans wriefly en route to Puris. He declared 
that while he hud no desire to contredict General Somozu, whe possibly 


had secret information, there wes sewerthelesas no excitement aziony, tne 


citizens of Nicuragus over the question of the “Caribbean Le, ion” aor 
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the prospects of revolution. a8 evwicence of the peaceful situation 
prevailing he referred to the conference of the Central samericun 
Coffee Grovers Associution row meeting in Nicaragua. Mini:ters of 
the governments of Gu:temalsa end Coste Ricu are taking part in the 
proceedings. However, evidence that Nicaragua is still sen: itive 
about the affair is seen in the fact that Nicera,y uan planes heve 
been ordered to fire upon Costa Rican planes elleged to huve been 
flying regulurly over hicaraguan territory in syite of reyeuted 
that the planes are hers and says that 
attempts are being made to identify then. 

Unofficial returns in the national elections in va 
indicated that presidential cundidate Arnulfo arias had a ¢ 
lead over his opponent, Domingo Diaz Arosemena. However, by the time 
the official count was finished, the "invalidation" of vhe vote in 
several heavily populated districts favor.ble to arias had thrown the 
election to Diaz, who took over the vresidency October 1, succeeding 
The Kutional Assembly wanted Jimenez to 
anuma un they could stidy the records of his admini 

stat 

left for a vacation in Europe, sayins that he 

L ter to answer any questions they might wish to ask. mn route to 

here he was questioned «about his 
war ses in ,aname for the defeis 
Canal. The new government he. just e efexse of the 
) sent a note to the U.S : 

i expressing - 
that he ere denied lust winter, stuted 

ettied to the ad 
but that matters of 
Canal Zone, and the Se ae against Panamanian citizens in the 
unfair competition of the U.S. commisaries with 
al business men would »robsbly enter into the disc 
The. née scuspsions. 
g ment had more pressing problems t 4 
ever. On October 25, the Chief of Poli ‘ 
of a revolutionery plot. A number of 
Arias, a brother of arnulfo, 
ssador to the U.S. The whereabout f arnu jeahemgessxd 
of Arnulfo arias was unknown. 
also... Ai ie lutions were the order of the day in Honduras 
years, dictator Tiburcio Carias And 
The candidate of the governing part 
The opposition was represented by Munuel 
days before the election withd 
to abstain from voti betena i by rew, and urged his followers 
ng stensibiy this was d 
make proper guarantees of fair 
prove due ns. «actually it 
2uftige on the part of 
votes out of a | was elected, receiving over 260,00 
possible 300,000 voters in th 
were reported but in general ali was 
issued @ manif ang Ss yuiet. A week later Zun H 
esto callings f ina Huete 
a fen revolution against the ,overnment. 
uniga Huete took refuge in the Cuban 

There were a number of less Bb ac 
ventral american republics durir; pectaculur occurences umon;:, the 
Recover uring October. Official 2 

y administration revealed ais of the suropean 
were made in Nicurugua from expenditures totaling 840,U00 
Central american country from September, licara,ua is the 
made. Costa Rica became the fi 

3 rat country to ratify the economic 
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at the Bogota Conference of last se,ring- Gus emi te 

for reciprocal preferential treutment in customs jer 
proposal to have the U.S. mediate the Belice ox: British ene | 
question ¥as rejected by Great Britein. Libor unions und the 
olutionary parties ,romised continued support Go government Or 
“resident Jvan Jose srevalc on the fourth simiversary Guatemala 
liberation from the dictatorship of Jorge Ubico, Cotober 21. in #1 
Salvador, a model Reformatory-Farm Wes opened by the ,overnment. 

3 for scientific rehabilitation of 


mbodies all the latest feature 
Also in El Salvador, “resident Custeneda was 


outhful delinquents. 
with the Order of Morazan by the ambabsador of Honduras. 
This seemS to indicate a tightening of reietions in esiticipution of . 


future disordére. 


Rivers to the contrary notwithstanding, Yommunism seems to be 
losing ground in Venezuela. In Caracas, the Venezuelan :etroieum | 
Vorkers accused labor leader Vicente rdo Toledano und 
the recent oil workers congress of acting #s a,entsa for the Soviet 
Union. The Congre:s of Istin American Petroleum Workers was held a 
in Tampico, Liextco, end a commission appointed to ccordinate @ 
solid front ugainst foreign o11 companies. The com ission includes 
delegates from Colombia, Peru, #cuador, Venezuele « i Mexico and will 
be under the direction of the CTAL. Ina yublic declaration it was 
stated thut “the Communists will never be in & position to sabotage 
or paralyze the production of cil in Venezuela ir order to facilitate 
the internutional policy of Russia." Jesus Ferfes, Venezuelan Communist 
leader, wae criticized for supporting the decisions of the Mexican 
Petroleum Congress. 

The Chumber of Deputies has ruled that religion will be tuught 
in public schools only when requested by students" purents. 

Accion Demccratica , the ,arty now in power, bas stood for free 
education and elimine‘ion of religious instruction unless demanded 
by: parents. The Conservative party considers this a reeonceiliation 
between atheist: and Cutholics. The Communist party is opposed to 
any religious teaching whatsoever. 

Venezuela has recently made several gestures of friendship 
toward her sister revubtlics. The government of Venezuela has allotted 
the sum of 100,000 bolivures for the ,overnment of Bolivia. The oc- 
casion is the co memoration of the 400th armiversary of the founding 
of la Pag. The gift is to be weed for some work of public interest ; 
in La “az which will commemorate the occasion und at the same tine 
demonstrate of Venezuela. 

: Simon Bolivar, native son of Caracas, bas more monuments erected 

‘o his memory in latin America than any other hero. One more is to 
be erected in “ontevideo, Uruguay, with the government of Verienuele 
paying the cost of 164.46) bolfvares. 
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ECUADOR 


President Galo Plaza, with the aid of Congress, is enthusias- 
tically making plens for the development of icuador. He has also 
met with the National Council of “ducation to elaborate plans for 
the increase and improvement of schooling throughout the country. 
According to a report by Galo Plaza, the city of Guayaquil is 
the most progressive in Ecuador. Streets are being paved, housing 
projects for workers carried out, and the city beautified by the 
planting of trees and flowering shrubs. The goal is to cover the 
city with flowers, for “Guayaquil is predestined to become ome of 
the most beautiful cities of america and 4 very important port of 


entry for Ecuador". 
In the hope of attracting touriets , « network of hotels located 


at places of interest is also planned. 

On the 6th of October, the Nutional Congress made public léepis- 
lative sup, of the Grancolombian Merchant Fleet. The Congress 
will sustain all legal dispositions facilitating the operations of 
the fleet. -rotests cf discrimination against U.S. shi,ys, which have 
appeared in New York papers, were answered with the statement that 
a reciprocal nuvigation treaty has existed between Columbia and | 
Ecuador since 1905, or lone vefore the. constitution of the Gran | 
Colombian fleet. ‘ 


COLOMBIA 


In 1949 Colombia will have to reduce her foreign purchases by 
at least seventy million dollars. VWMany programs have had to be 
suspended and sources of employment liquidated for lack of mushinery 
and materfals. For the first time, Colombia feels herself really 
poor a8 national production begins to decline. 

News from Colombia in October seems to indicate general polit- 
ical and economic wnrest. The effects of restrictions on imports are 
beginning to be felt and innumerable products, up to now considered 
indispensable, are unobtainable et any prise. The period of expansion 
for the country has ended. ne 

Marly in October the threat of a strike of Trepical Oil Co. 
workers necessitated rationing and the reduction of public trans- 
,ortation. Because of the gravity of the situation, President 
Yariano Ospina Perez personally intervened. A solution was reached 
by granting salary increases and by the appointment of lubor and 
management representatives to study dismissul cases. 

“a further indication of unrest lay in @ dispatch from Bogota 
which stated that a movement for separation hud been crganized in 
la Goajira. The Goujire Peninsula belonged to Venezuela until 1891 
When 41t was formally ceded to Colombia. It has an area of 5,000 
square miles and about 60,000 inhabitants, most of whom ure indians. 
The people of the peninsula are reportedly agitating for annexation 


ited because of the numerous wbuses by Colombian civii uuthor- 
8. 
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The wave of national insecurity was increased by the apparent 
inability of Colombian stutesmen to deal with the most urgent economic 
and political problems. Various political aseassinations have been 
reported in the departments of Cundinamerca, Boyaca and Caldas, and 
political debate has raged between and within the two major parties. 

Disputes between Liberals and Conservatives xrose over elect=- 
oral reforms, lifting of the state of siege imposed after the revolt 
of april 9, and highfiving costs. But October's hex diines were 
primarily concerned with differences of opinion within the  .arties 

hempelves. 

_ Conflicting personalities and interest of Liberals Carles 
Lleras Restrepo, Francisco Chaux, and Dario Bchandfa have been enm- 
phasized by their resignations from the National Liberal Directorate 
early in the month. 

Division within the perty has existed since 1929, the year pree- 
ceding the return of the Liberal administration to power. , At that 
time differences were privately settled between Alfonso Lopez and 
Olaya Herrera, the latter winning the Liberal candidacy and the 
presidency. 

This disunity amon; tine Liberal leéders remmined conridential 
until 1937 at which time there was a radical division amond the 
actual voting masses. Right-wing Hduerdo Santos secured 
a majority of the congressional seats and leftist Hehandia retired 
nis candiducy. Santos vas unanimously elected president in 1958 
(Conservatives abstained from voting) but division continued to de 
reflected in Comressional and assembly elections. 

In 1942 the party split into Lopistas and aunti-Loyistas. The 
latter selected Carlos Arango Velez us candidate when alfonso Lopez 
was proclaimed candidate of the Liberal majority. Lopez won the 
election but before his presidential term expired, alberto Lleras 
Camurgo was asked to assume’ the executive duties. 

By 1945, the break within the party was complete. Two candidates, 
Jorge Eliecer Gaitan (left-wing) and Gabriel Turbay (right-wing) 
were announced. The Liberuls were exasperated by the vertical neutral- 
ity of the Lleras government and their division was irrevocable. 


The Conservatives, realizing their moment bad arrived, presented 


Mariano Ospina Perez aa the candidate of National Union. The resvits 
of the election were as follovs: | 

Turbay 441,199 

Gaitan 358,957 

Ospina 565,949 

The presidency ig held by a member of the Conservutive ,arty, 
Turbay has died, Gaitan been aestesinated, yet division within the 
varty remains acute. chandia's recent withdrawel from the Liberal 
Directorate and his refusal to consider canagidacy for the presidency, 
leave Carlos Lleras Kestrepo and Francisco the two principal 
contenders. The former is beiligerently rightist and is supported 
sy vantos through Zl Tiempo. Fransisco Chaux crystallizes as the 
leftist caudillo of the masses 
: hot only Liberals have underlined the ‘heme of disunity. 

-duardo Zuleta Angel, Conservitive minister of foreign relutions, 
“unounced that he would support she candidacy of Schandfa in the 
{990 elections. The astounded Conservative Directorate edited # 
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tion of surprise and Zuleta resigned, Conservative reaction 
vitunerstive attacks were launched against Zuleta by 
the Conservative leaders, members of parliament and »preas. <All 
were insistent in their demand that Zuleta not be reinstated. But 
the following Tuesday Conservative President Ospina directed a 
letter to Zuleta, restating his confidence in hia, urgiag him to 
remain in the cabinet. The Conservative veto had failed. 

Temporary aolution of the Liberal crisis, however, has been 
achieved. Fatigued ty the senseleasness of his Liberal colleugues, 
Dario Echar.dfa delivered an ultimatum: If within houre the Liberals 
did mot resolve their differences by aj) dual Liberal direction of 
Llerag and Chaux, b) adoption of the Liberal proposals for electorel 
reforms, and c) Liberal majority support of Liberal cabinet members, 
he would irrevocably retire from the political scene. 

Within minutes Echandia's terms were complied with. This brief 
spell of mortal exas eration accomplished what months v£ political 
wrangling head been unuble to bring about. A bridge at-lust spannec 
the many differences of the Liberal ,urty. Unity, whether fleeting 
or permanent, made possible the opening cf negotiations with the 
Conservative party for electoral reforms. However, in spite of the 
apparent solution of the problem, there is no real ,arty support for 
either Bchandia or President Osyina, and there is resi danger of 
loss of cCemocratic liberties if Colombians cannot meusure up, to their 


non-partisan leadergiip. 


BOLIVIA, CHILE, AND PsRv 


The Srces of turmoil and confusion existing in the Western 
Hemisphere and in the world at large were reflected in a small, 
but by no means lees intense way in the Pacific Coast countries and 
Bolivia. In battered and beaten Peru, an abortive revolt of the 
Navy in Callac early in October was later followed by a auccesful 
revolt of the army garrison at Arequipa. Chile, in addition to being 
shaken physically by a severe volcanics eruption, was fortifying 
herself perhaps, for something in the heated cruter of her politics 
which might be compuratively worse. In Bolivia, the worst almost 
happened. a threatened revolt was avoided, but only after some 
anxious moments and after some stringent mexusures had been taken by 
the government. 

Peru represented most graphically the gnawing and seemingly 
perpetual unrest in some sections of latin America. In the early 
morning hours of October 3rd, some Maval personnel staged a revolt 
in Bl Callao, major seayort of Peru, about 15 kilometers from Lima. 
The rebels seized the old colonial Castille Reul San Felipe, the 
nuval arsenal, and several shipe. Government forces moved in with 


planes, tanks and trooys, and by the end of the next duy, had regained 


Control. Life seemed to huve returned to normal, but the fun had 
Almost immediutely, °resident Jose Luis Bustamante y Rivero 
went to work. He blamed the revolt on the Aprista party and at 
last had the excuse to outlaw the purty and close la Tribuna, its 
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offictal organ. The University of San Marcos was ordered to remove 
Dr. luts Alberto Senchez as reoter, and to take steps required by 
law against aprista professors. \hen menbers of the A.rista-dominated 
Student Federation ,rotested and locked themselves up in tne old 
Colonial buildin: that housed the schools of law and Letters, the 
police moved in. With two tanks borrowed from the army, they broke 
through the main doors. In the court of the Faculty of Law students 
point out a fountain through whish water runs verpetually, symdoliz- 
ing eternal freedom. 
Aoristas, large and small, were forced into exiie, hiding, or 
prison. Manuel Seoane and luis alberto Sanchez, who with Huya de 
la Torre are the directors of APRA, fled to Chile. Mugde .ortal 
leader of APRA women is rumored in jail under possible death sentence 
for Haye de la Torre, hope of his people, his 
8 unknown. 7 
Bustamante was elected President of Pert 
of AVRA and more rightist political 
ves from Ureta, candidate cf the extreme rightist Givilista wrt 
Bustamante goon found out that his middie of the road plans cad te 
more radical and fast moving plans of the Apristes did not mix ; 
theve was likewise comtinual opposition from the extreme ri “ht. Th 
final break came when Comgresa could not convene. APRA cme riot 
make up the necessury quorum, and the Independentistus refused to 
attend, the Avristus used strong arm methods 
votes. Bustamante’s culling of a national constituent at ss ge 
break the deadlock brought sirong Aprista objections This. 
APRA's fatal mistake. They lost the suport of those with 
not affiliated with the movement, were in Sympathy with it : i ee 
and who had it a majority Support. However, B 
decluring the party illegal had ites undesirable as 
AvTistas could criticize the government from : 
having to face the problems of to 
were tco ambitious for the time allowed, and w 
| i ere often neur 
the present insecure economic and political 
The outlawing of the Apris 
conditions, it is not strange thyt an o h 
uprisings in arequipa came reports of a rri . eye 
northward to Cuzco and Huancayo ‘ 
in Buenos Aires. Odrfa was in Lima as provisional ,resiaent. 
an allemilitary cubinet, composed inl 
politicians. Indicating that the re 
of would coon be a nutioneal congress 
their legal rights, he declured thit the new 
onservatives and traditional ruling class? 
pyy Btate. are very poor. 
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hurd time finding money to buy food with; 

they are also having a hard time finding their most basic foods. 

Seru is short of dollars. ‘She has spent far too many of them on 
planes, tanks, and other military eqyuipment, and has neglected more 
basic necessities such as tractors, trucks, and other equipment tht 
could go to builing ® stronger economy. The people are nov yet ready 
for trouble; but when they are the new government may find itself in 
4 dungerous position. The Apristas will not forget .eru, and the 
Peruvians will not be alloved to forget Aprismo. Nor, can the strong 
though silent Communist party be forgotten. The battle for Peru 


nas just begun. 


rot only do they have « 


CHILE 


In Chile, om the other hand, only a few rather ominous political 
maneuvers have belied the ruther sanguine assertions of un official 
nature. President Gonzalez-Videla boasted thut Chile would achieve 
her "economic independence" by 1950 when the steel miil ut Huachipato 
entered into full production. although the question of the economic 
desirability of such home industry may be debutable, his recital of — 
figures wag impressive: industrial output, up 49%; mining, up 17. 6&7. 
Nevertheless, such developments bring political ills of their own. 

It began to apvear that Chile’s Communist troubles were not over. 
\hethex the Communi:ts were being used, 48 is sometimes the case, 4s 

&® convenient scapegoat to cover up 4 deepseuted and perhaps justified 
resentment was not clear. Certainly such assertions a3 those recently 
expressed by the President of Chile's Camura, Jose Antonio Colma in 
Vadrid, to the effect that Chile is in a position to understand Spuin 
best and that undoubtedly Chile will soon send an ambassador to Madrid, 
would not be calculated to assuuge the feelings of the liberal and 
leftist croups within the country. 

late this month, Gonzalez--Videla was forced to ask for an ex- 
tension of his "extraordinary powers" which were to expire on November 
15, in order to prevent Communist "crimes". Althowgh the purty was 
declured illegal on September 3, the Vresident referred to its 
"clandestine activity" for the purpose of creating an atmosphere of 
unrest, specifically in the Huechipate Steel mill in the South 
48 well as in other industrial sections. The country was divided into 
eleven emergency zones. Now it is a question of waiting and seeing 
whether the measures taken by the government will be sufricient to 
forestall the trouble which, very patently, seems unticipated. 
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BOLIVIA 


Bolivia, which to outward apyearances was quietly minin, her 
her tin, suddenly came into the news with a sudaen decluration of a 
State of seige by her “resident, inrique Hertzog. In a sweeving 
denunciation, he named both the Communists and the rightist |‘ovimiento 
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oluciouario. A general railroad atrike, scheduled 

procedure by the ‘resident. Seemingly, by 
incipient revolt was cancelled. Mario Diez de Medina end +Ovir : 
vere by all odds the moet menacing factor in the Bolivian 
This party was ousted from power in 1946 when its president, 2 LAOS ? 
was left dangling from a street lamp. The government took no ¢ rh | 
however, and conducted Diez de Medina und some of his henchmen to the 
Brazilian frontier. In addition, all railroad and aintransport 
workers were placed under army control, and the reserves were held 
ready in the face of a menace of 4 general strike. : 

Could any y»yatterns be deduced from this vividly punctuated 
counterpoint of revolution and intrigue? One thing seemed certain, 
in the Yacific Coast coumtries end Bolivia the golden mean in govern=- 
ment was mintaining itseif with difficulty, if at ali, against 
onslaughts from the right and left. In the external affairs of these 
countries, the politicel interrelationships seem to as.ume definite 
patterns. although the countries in this area conceive of themselves 
as proudly and sometimes almost aggressively independent, in moments 
of lucidity represented by such measures as the pect concluded udout 
@ year ago calling for intense economic cooperation between Chile and 
Peru, their mutual interdependence was recognized. Chile can scurcely 
hope to remain aloof from the cefinite swing to the right represented 
by the Odria military group. Then too, Chile's taste of Communist 
activity within her ovm borders is still disturbingly fresh. Solivia, 
on the other hand, often looks a little wistfully or perhaps even 
hopefuliy toward her strong neighbor to the seuth. And the Liovi- 
miento Nacional Revolucionario would be an ideal tool for a man of 
Peron‘'s political tastes. It would, in fact, be interesting to 
conjecture why Diez de Medina was exiled to a sparsely settled, 
swampy region of Brazil, a long distance from la Paz. The forces of 
the right wing seem to be m:rching in this area -- if not triumph- 
antly, at least with noise and great enthusiasm. 


ARGLNT INA 


Argentine is at present undergoing its greatest economic and 
political test. The country is confronted with the preblem of in- 
creasing inflation, which, unless brought under control will provoke 
a serious political crisis thut may endanger the life of Peron's polit- 
ical regime, and his ambitious plan fer the rapid industrialization of 
the River vlate republic. «already the high cost of living has brow,ht 
& consideravle amount of political unrest which is manifest in the 
demund for higher wages by white collur workers, and by workers in 
the oilseed and wool industries. And what is more important, there 
are demonstrations of dissatisfaction ameng the thousands of t.orkers 
in the meat packing houses, including private and municipal establish- 
ments. This is important because the meat packing workers under the 
leadership of Cipriano Reyes, an early supporter of Yeron, were the 
backbone of the movement that awept him into power. it seems that 
Keyes, being unable to bring about salury increases, turned a,ainst 
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le in Peron's path is the amending 


of the ar,entine Constitution, It has never been amended since its 
adoption in 1855. -eron now wants to umend the provision which burs 
the president from a second term until wnother person has served 

a full term as president. <he Radical Party hus seized upon this issue 
and hes aroused considerable public opinion in defense of the consti-~ 
tutional charter. 

In the field of economics, argentina's largest asset for the 
financing of the #ive Year -lan is the remarkable success of this 
year's crops. There was some anxiety as to the outcome of the crop 
situation because of an unusually dry winter season, but s,ring rains 
have changed this and the nation has had a bumyer crop of wheat, 
barley, Oilseed, corn, rye, and oats. Accurate figures as to the 
size of the crops are unavailable because the argentine Government 
rezlizes the necessity of keeping these figures out of the hands of 
internatiqmial competitors. 

The of ficial control of the market by the directives of the 
National Mconomic Council has hampered the smooth marketing of corn 
und oilseed and in Argentina the prices quoted by the I.A.2.1. are 
ont Surope the sellers’ markets h:ve collapsed 
i e rap agricultural recovery of the Danubian countries which 
are now quoting prices far below those of the United States and 
argentina the National iiconomic Council which masver~ 
Year has already advised corn and outs growers 
for seed but to feed them to the livestock. 
n caused great deal of concern among the argentine 
armers, who want to test the validity of the Government’ 
to support cro, ,s with funds eurned by in t 
The Minister of Agriculture, Eduardo Emery, has disclosed the offici 1 
attitude of the Government by stating that argentine surplus & h 
result of extensive exploitation of marginul lands und that th 3 ee 
argentine farmers would du well to reduce their acreage in c : 1s 
and concentrate on the planting of cotton. This will 
seller's market within Argentina because of the demand cr ee Pr be 
greutiy expunded textile industry. 
Anctner consequence of 5 
chases were not within the price ra gt og 
nmge and, consequent] did t 
muterialize, However, this month there uas 
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crows gathered in front ef quotation coards. The New 

Tribune, commenting ,on the visit of Orlando Marozlio 
to the United States, says, "Senor Maroglio (head of the bourd of 
gireeters of the argentine Gentral Bank) is here for the ex,ress 
purpose of arranging 4 settlement of this nation's acute shcrtay,e of 
dollars und liquidation of an outstanding balance in the Unived Staves 
in unpaid argentine letiers of credit" (an amount which the lowest 
estimate puts at sbout ¢275,000,000) . The editorial further states, 
“The rapidity and extent of the decrease in aAr,entina's foreign assets 
are without precedent in the financial history of latin american 
countries." 

The latest report published by the Central Bank of argentina 
seens to corroborate the Herald's statement. in the report eli 


figures are given in argentina pesos. 
Millions of Pesos | | 


1948 

Gold Holdings in the country Sept. 15 July 31 May Sl 

468.4 542.6 556.5 
Gold Holdings ebroad 60, 7750 110.2 
Foreign currencies holdings 6 | 
with gold guarantee 1,537.0 1,712.6 1,966.2 
Others 7 337.2 £92.0 278.6 
Debit in foreign currencies 
abroad 107.0 106.3 
Paper in circulation 6,274.4 6,076.5 5,786.6 
Gold and comypvtable foreign 
currencies backing the peso 56.91% 41.44% 49.08% 


This acute dollar shortage is causing a great desl of concern 
in argentina. A few days ago @ rumor spread around Buenos Aires 
that an «american banking firm had offered a lean of 200 million dollars 
vo ease the outstanding blocked lettere of credit in the U.S., but it 
was Jromptly cenied by the Bank involved in the rumor. This yprobiem 
vas Also brought to the attention of american business men by Maroz,lio 
when he spoke at the lumcheon offered him by James iiemper, Chairman 
of the Inter-American Trade and -roduction Council. In the United 
otates Muroglio*s declurations were echoed by James Bruce, american 
Ambassador to ar,entina. Mr. Bruce felt that even though the I.a.>.1. 
ig largely responsible for the present crisis, it is high time for the j 
United States to nelp remedy the situation by encouraging, the im- | 
portation of ar, entine ,roducts to the U.S. and the of a | 
mixed cormission of american end argentine business men te attain 
a betier valance of trade between the two countries. 
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BRAZ 


October's events in Brazil evidence the same fears and a,prehen- 
sions that overshadow #11 of Iatin america today, and to some de,ree 
all the rest of the world. Uncertainty as to the future and the dura~ 
tion of world peace has broveht @ strong upsurge of nationalism in 
Bragil as shown in her moves for tighter political control, ereater 
scononte self-sufficiency, and increased aid to education, parvicular- 


ly on the industrial level. 
Considering events in the political field first, one can hardly 


fail to notice the decided swing to the right on the part of the govern- 


ment as opposed to the increasing strength of the Communists, now cute 


jawed in Bragil. 
The Brazilian press curb ie one of the most decided evidences of 


ihis rightward trend of the tightening of political control. On Octo- 
ber 8 a bill was introduced into the Chamber of Deyuties estatlishing 
“nies for the press and providing a jail sentence of up to 1 year for 
the publication of false or malicious news. Brazil hus no libel law, 
and she evidently feels that this bill, whica prohibits the »rinting 


of all malicious ettacka and charges against the government, ambassadora, 


and foreign heads of state will give her protection from unfevorabile 
criticism. One cannot help feeling, however, that this bill has an 
omineus ring, for though some legal restrictions may be necessary, 
this law seems to go beyond any restraints of this nature imposed in 
the United States or otner democracies. tCuch broed statutes might 
be considerably abused by an oversensitive government and complete 
prese control sad censorship set up. 

A second exemple of the swing to the right in Brazil is show by 
her closer relitione with franco Spain. In the early part of Uctober 
> anish-Brazilian friendehip was given a big boost in the celebration 
of the eighth centenary of the founding of tie Castilian navy. Brazil 
sent ships to the celebration and took an active part in ali the cere- 
nonies. ‘Then on October 14th Madrid's “aBC” newspaper published the 
declarations of Oswaldo Oriceo, economic counselor of the Brazilian 
ombassy to the Benelux Countries, who is visiting Madrid, stating that 
the Brazilian covernment hoped to reestablish her diplomatic reyre- 
sentation in S.4in 28 Soon as possible. Vrico was fortuerly ambassador 
to Syain and spoke ag if there were sirong support on the part of 
Beagilian <resident Hrico Dutra to reestablish diplomatic relutions 
between the two countries. nother proof of this growing friendshi, 
came on October 25, when Plinio Salgado, head of the fuscist Purtido 
“opular of Brazil and former leader of the Integralista arty, crushed 
by Vargas in i957, expressed the hope for closer relutions betueen 
Brazil, Spain and Yortugul. ven though in exile from his cvuntry, 
calgado in these statements parallels the policy of his own govern- 
ment. hen a former fascist leader reflects the presentd@ay policy 


of his government, it is evident just how fer to the right this ~overn- 


nent has gone. 

The Communist arrests in Brazil during October are another 
evidence of the tightening of political control by the ,overnment, 
and the -Tevalent fear of Soviet syies among the countries of the 
Hemisphere. since Brazil outiawed the Comaunist Party lust 
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it has gone underground, and the Eoverprient © 
watch for any signs of its activities, particulars) ver 
of the Red Star", which is one. of ite central Groups. On Cctove 
3 4¢'vas revorted that more than one hnundred people had been 
uprected us a result of un investigation of supposes SONS of 
Sowiet spies in Srezil. Most of these were Made in 
xulo, bht some were Pade in Rio Grande do Sul 

it Js also significent that the ,»oiice presented 
complaint to “he Criminal Court the Communist 
Carlos Crestes, ¥ho has been in hiding for the pust year, 
she personnel of his office, including 17 ex-comeyressmen and municisal 
f Rio de Janeiro. 

fox political beliefs are now Beeminmgly under 
Bragiliun statutes, it does strane that, in a supyosedly 
demoerutic country, those lavfully elected to monicipal and conm,ress- 
ional pests but a short time ago should to Hiding to 

£3 irisonment. 

most significant of ull the evidencere of the 
rightward trend, is the resurgence of the influence of Getulio Varj,as. 
Wurim, October there were several signs of his growim, popularity among 
one masses of people, many of whom lock to him a6 the only one cape dle 
of solving the preblene cf the spiraling cost of living in Brazil and 
the corruption and confusion in her government. Now a senator and one 
of the three or four most forceful figuree in Drazilian politics, his 
influence is s0 strong that some people feel the government expends 
much of its energy fighting his infiuence with the ,ublic. 

The assassination of Virgilio de Mello France, one of Brazil's 
great liberals, just at the end of the month bears mentioning for 
whatever its significance may oe. Mello France Was leader ef the 
opposition party, Uniao Democratica Nacional, in Minas Gerais. In 19350 
he particivated in the revolution which brought Varges to power, but 
broke with him in 1957 when Vargas dissoived the Congress and assumed 
dictatorial povers. In 1945 Kello #renco took ,art in the "coup d*etat" 
which ended the Vargas regime. Thé police announced that the assassi-~ 
nation was committed by u thief evrprised in Mello Franco's hone and 
Claimed thet it lacked political implications, but it seems highly coin- 
cidentai thet such an assagsination snould occur on Octover 29, the 
third anniversary of the Vargas deposul. This date is now celebrated 
officially in Brazil as the “democratization” of the re ublic. 

reaction to the unsettled astute of vorld uffairs is seer elso 
in the economic life of Brazil. The yrowing fear that war might cut 
off outside sources of essential munufactured ,oods before Brazil can 
complete her own rogram of industrializgetion has resulted in a ruther 
feverish attempt to hesten the ,»rozram’s development. | 

With the beginnings of an iron and steel industry uwlready estab- 
lished in the modern, 100,900,000 steel p»lent at Volta Brazil's 
culef concern at present is the development of a petroleum industry 
large enough eventually to take care of her domestic needs. The only 
refinery now operating in Srezil is smal? plent in Befa which pro- 
duces 2500 barrels a day, whereas the present daily consumption is 
90,000 barrels. Most of this is im orted from Venezuela and must be 
paid for in dollars at the rate of about “8CO,00C0 a day. ~ 
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have been discovered im 


Recently, rich oi1 > 
 Thetr development has been limited, however, since brani 
severely restricts foreign exploitation of mineral resources FG 
iucks the teachnicians, cupital and equipment to develop them nere 


self. 
The great problem now facing the government of Brazil is ihe 


neanmner in which the cotmtry’s oil resow'ces shull be exploited 
“here are three definite achools of thovwht on this point. Une 
school believes thet the exploitation end development of Braail's 
petroleum industry should be undertaken by lurge foreten 
panies, Operating under government controls, us has been done in 
Venezuela. This method is violently opposed by the second sceneol, 
whieh believes that exploitation should be carried a6 
ernment project or entrusted solely to private Brazilian cé pital. 

The third school follows a middle puth, proposing the organization 

of joint companies supported vy both Brazilian and foreign capital 

to work with the government in the development of a petroleum in- 
dustry. The solution of the problem rests with the Congress, since 
all mineral rights in Brazil belom, to the state. The constitution 
does not prohibit the concession to foreign capital of rights of 
mineral exploitation, ws long as the exploiting, company is crganized 
under Brazilian law. However, extreme nationalist groups, egged on 
by communist elements, are voicing au fierce opposition to any parti- 
cipation of foreign capital in the exploitation of Brazil's cil re- 
sources. CGeveral mass meetings of protest hive been staged already 
in Rio de Janeiro, strongly protesting, exploitation by North American 
companies. One such meeting, held late in September, resulted in 4 
riot in which ten ,ersons were wounded when special po- 
lice tried to disperse the meeting with tear gas and gunfire. 

The use of the syecial police to break up the protest meeting, 
indicates the feeling of top government officials in this matter. 
Taking a more realistic view of the situation, they realize thir the 
great amounts of capitel necessury to carry on oil explorations and 
exploitation are not available in Brazil. The cooperation of foreign 
capital is essential if anything 18 to be done. Convinced that this 
ia true, the liinister of Finance has 4 joint commission of Brazilian 
and Americun technicians now investigutigating the problem of oil 
development in Brazil, and exvects to present the commission's rec- 
omendations to Congress within the next few months. President Dutra, 
for his part, has denounced the opposition of the extreme nationuliist 
groups as demagogy, designed solely to create confusion and prevent | 
the development of the country's petroleum resources. | 

Nevertheless, the o,position continues its work. Late in Oct- | 
ober it began organization of a Kational Brazilian Convention for | 
defense of petroleum against foreign monopolies, and invited the sec-~- | 
retary of the United Oi1 \orkers Syndicate in argentina to attend. | 

| 


already the government has taken steps to estabiish more re- 

fineries in Brazil. In September ‘resident Dutra authorized the use 
of Brazilian credits in France and Czechosluvakia for the yurchuse 
pa de refineries; one from vrance to be set up in Belem, and 
th pes zechoslavakia to be installed in Sao Paulo. He also au- 

norized the purchase of 90 French locomotives, approved the exten- 
Sion of the oil refinery aiready in Boia, and requested the funds 

necessary to acquire still we third refinery for installation in sitio 
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sion to the taia refinery world boring ite daity Capacity Lo 
barrels. with these plants in oyeration, 1% 18 estil ted thet Brazil 
would save about LS J COO & Year, Very Gem yt pYOS LO Lhe 


dollar ,incned nution. The. -repident has fur ther thus t ne 
is requesting Bpectal funds o7 Congress to buy a Fleet of ten cil 
iankers, huving a combined capacity of 170,000 tons, from Spal, 
Beleium and Holland, delivery to be eftectecd within the next two 
years. 


Such steps are certuiniy necessary for the development of @ 
petroleum industry in Brazil, but the fact remains that procucing 
o11 fields are also esiertial to keep the new refineries supplied 
with raw material. «as yet, the problem of finding amd develo, ing 
great oi1 fields in Brazil is unsoived. 

another indication of Brazil's desire to gain economic self- 
sufficiency may be seen in her efforts to build up a large national 
merchant marine by favoring the expumsion of the Lloyd Brasileiro 
company. Already the largest merchant marine in latin america, 
with a complement of 64 ships, Lioyd Brasileiro hus just ordered 
36 new ships, at a cost of 75,900,000 from american and Canadian 
shipbuilders. To further encouruge the company's growth, the 
Brazilian government exempts it from certain fees and gives it pre- 
ference in anchorage rights in all Brazilian ports. | 

another important motivating factor in Brazil's pro,ram of 
nationalization and industrialization is her desire to save dollars. 
This desire is ewidenced in a variety of ways. One is the way in 
which ex ,orts from the United States to Brazil have fallen off, 
dropying in the first seven months of 1948 to only ¢229,852,000 as 
compared to ,645,2000,000 for all of 1947. This drop is chiefly 
due to importation restrictions cesigned to suve dollurs, ulthough 
the scarcity of g~oeds in the United States ig aise a factor. It is 
significant to note that a large shure of the purchases that were 
made were of transport machinery and hurdwere necessary for the 
modernizution and diversificaticn of Brazilian industry. 

Further evidences of Brazil's desire to save dollars are 
seen in the restrictions imposed by the Braziiian Central Conmission 
of price control on the impertation of foreign films, and in the 
varioug barter arrangements vhich Brazil has used in her trade with 
some Huropean countries. an example of this is Brazil's trading of 
| 100,000 kilos of coffee to austria in exchange for a shiyment of 
motorcycles. Still another atvempt to save dollars is seen in the | 
| financial agreement recently signed between Argentina and Brazil 
which makes the Brazilian cruzeiro the basis for the two countries’ 
commereial relations for the next three years. . 

Brazil's urgent desire to become a self-sufficient, industrial 
nee 4s manifested further in the coumtry’s educational program. 
er objectives in this field seem to be twofold. One is the training 
of a body of technicians and highly skilled industrial workers to 
direct and execute the industrial program of the country. This is 

being accomplished through the setting up of technical schools, such 
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tudent soends nalf of il he class cm and the o ay heif 
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The second owbjective is the mising of the genere. ducationald 
tion. 


ievel of the people threugh an extensive program Of 
Concerned by the knowled.e that only 55% of her adult population 
could read and write, lauached am extengive proram combat 
jlliteracy ewuriy in 1947. slready 700,000 persons are &ilencing 
claspes under the program and the goul is to teach at iexst a 
million Brazilians a yeur tc read and write. ‘im addition to reading 
aud writing, the program includes instruction in citizenship, health, 
history and geography, and employs many of the most modern vit uai 


aids to education, such as the use of movim, pictures in the classroom. 


CUBA 
The peopie of Cuba are proud of the international uetivitie 
of their country. #irst amorg these is the recent election of Cnta 
“us @ member of the UN Security Council together with Meypt and 
Norway. Cuba is playing an important role also in the work of the 
Third Sceial Committee of Geneva on human rights. 
In Spain the Cuban colony, with authorizetion from the Spanish 


Cowernment, celebrated the *°lOth of October” (commemorating, the dec- 


laration of Cuban inde pendence by Cespyedes in 1868). The celebration 
vis broadcast by short wave to the other Hispanic American countries. 

In Chile various newsgapers have hud the warmest words of pruise 
for Dr. Luis de woto (cf the University of Huvana) who delivered an 
address at the University of Chile eon “The Plastic arts of Cuba.” 

Dr. de Soto is the author of several books on sculpture, and art in 
general. 

In Mexico the presence of Cuba was felt in the visit of the 
Cuban Cardenal Mons. arteaga, who went to Mexico as a guest of honor 
in the tucharistic Congress celebrated last month. It a1] ,oes te 
show that Cuba lives up te the international renown that it von in 
the person cof Jose Karti who dreamed about the freedom and .reatmess 
of the Caribean countries. 

But the life of Cuba is active not only abroad; within Cuba 
several important events have been tuking place. The most noisy of 
them was the cyclone that swept the western provinces of Cubs on the 
4th of Ustober. “Matanzas, Havana, and Pinur dei kio suffered heavily, 
but there was wreat popular response when relief work was requested. 
tne highest vind velocity registered was 130 m.p.h. : 

Une might have thought that the cyclone had come specially to 
greet Dr. Prio Socarras - new President of Cuba who' was inaugurated 
on the historic date of October 10. and indeed, Prio Securraus has found 
as many problems in the Government as if the cyclone had vlown inside 
the Cuban Capitol Buglding. First among those problema is the uni- 
versal one of high prices which hus had repercussions in strikes and 
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